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For reauthorization: 
1. Member’s hemoglobin increased, stayed the same and not decreased further (baseline labs and 

current labs required); AND 
2. Red blood cells transfusions are not required or the number of the transfusions has decreased. 

 
If member meets all the reauthorization requirements above, the medication will be approved for 
an additional 6 months. 

 
REDUCTION OF ALLOGENEIC RBC TRANSFUSIONS 
For initial authorization: 
1. Medication must be prescribed by an oncologist, a nephrologist, an immunologist or infectious disease 

specialist; AND  
2. 



 

Qualified Health Plans offered in North Carolina by CareSource North Carolina Co., d/b/a CareSource. 
 

5. New risk management program for erythropoiesis-stimulating agents. Aranesp, Procrit, and Epogen Article; 
Pharmacist's Letter; April 2010; Vol: 26 Hematology / Oncology. 

6. Singh AK, Szczech L, Tang KL, et al. Correction of Anemia with Epoetin Alfa in Chronic Kidney Disease, N 
Engl j Med. 2006; 355:2085-98. 

7. Mueller BU, Jacobsen RN, Jarosinski P, et al. Erythropoietin for zidovudine-associated anemia in children 
with HIV infection. 

8. Pediatr AIDS and HIV Infect: Fetus to Adolesc. 1994;5:169-173. 
9. Bohlius J, Wilson J, Seidenfeld J, et al., Recombinant Human Erythropoietins and Cancer Patients: Updated 

Meta-Analysis of 57 Studies Including 9353 Patients. J Natl Cancer Inst. 2006; 98:708-14. 
10. Erythropoiesis-stimulating agents in oncology: a study-level meta-analysis of survival and other safety 

outcomes.  
11. Glaspy J, Crawford J, Vansteenkiste J, Henry D, Rao S, Bowers P, Berlin JA, Tomita D, Bridges K, Ludwig H 

Br J Cancer. 2010;102(2):301. American Society of Clinical Oncology/American Society of Hematology 
clinical practice guideline update on the use of epoetin and darbepoetin in adult patients with cancer. 

12. Rizzo JD, Brouwers M, Hurley P, Seidenfeld J, Arcasoy MO, Spivak JL, Bennett CL, Bohlius J, Evanchuk D, 
Goode MJ, Jakubowski AA, Regan DH, Somerfield MR, American Society of Clinical Oncology, American 
Society of Hematology; J Clin Oncol. 2010;28(33):4996. National Comprehensive Cancer Network (NCCN) 
guidelines www.nccn.org. Accessed September 3, 2015. 

13. Aliment Pharmacol Ther. 2010 May;31(9):929-37. Epub 2010 Feb 18.Review article: optimizing SVR and 


	PHARMACY POLICY STATEMENT

