


 Sacroiliac Joint Procedures-MP-MM-1314 
Effective Date: 05/01/2024 

 
The MEDICAL Policy Statement detailed above has received due consideration as defined in the 
MEDICAL Policy Statement Policy and is approved. 

2 
 

A. Subject 
Sacroiliac Joint Procedures 

 

B. Background 
Nearly 84% of adults experience back pain during their lifetime. Long-term outcomes are 

largely favorable for most patients, but a small percentage of patients’ symptoms are 
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o Inactive Conservative Therapies – Passive activities by the patient that aid in 

treating symptoms associated with pain, including rest, ice, heat, medical 

devices, TENS use, and/or pharmacotherapy (prescription or over the counter 

[non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs, acetaminophen]). 

▪ Transcutaneous Electrical Nerve Stimulator (TENS) – A device that 

utilizes electrical current delivered through electrodes placed on the surface 

of the skin to decrease the patient’s perception of pain by inhibiting the 

transmission of afferent pain nerve impulses and/or stimulating the release of 

endorphins. Its use, frequency, duration, and start dates must be documented 

in the medical record to be considered part of conservative therapy during the 

period of prior authorization request. 

 Radiofrequency Ablation (RFA) – Minimally invasive treatment modality that 

percutaneously introduces an electrode under fluoroscopic guidance to 

thermocoagulate medial branches of the dorsal spinal nerves. 
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