


C.  POLICY 
 

1. Caresource considers reconstructive breast surgery medically necessary with 
mastectomy in the following circumstances: 

a. Mastectomy with significant deformity and physical functional impairment where 
the reconstructive procedure can reasonably be expected to improve the 
deformity and impairment.    

b. Associated nipple and areolar reconstruction or tattooing of the nipple when 
required as part of reconstructive procedures may also be considered medically 
necessary.   

c. Reduction and, if needed, augmentation mammoplasty and related 
reconstructive procedures on the unaffected side for symmetry may also be 
considered medically necessary. 

d. Liposuction and/or lipectomy of autologous fat for harvest and grafting as a 
replacement for implants in reconstructive surgery may also be considered 
medically necessary. 

 
2. CareSource considers all other conditions for breast reconstructive surgery as 

cosmetic and not medically necessary. 
 

3. Caresource considers treatment of lymphedema following mastectomy, 
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The Medical Policy Statement detailed above has received due consideration as defined in 
the Medical Policy Statement Policy and is approved. 
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